Presentation to Green Valley Rotary Club March 16, 2006 by Public Lands Institute & Flagg, Nancy
Presentations (PLI) Public Lands Institute
3-16-2006
Presentation to Green Valley Rotary Club March
16, 2006
Public Lands Institute
Nancy Flagg
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, nancy.flagg@unlv.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/pli_presentations
Part of the Educational Leadership Commons, Environmental Health and Protection Commons,
Environmental Policy Commons, Natural Resources and Conservation Commons, and the Natural
Resources Management and Policy Commons
This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Public Lands Institute at Digital Scholarship@UNLV. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Presentations (PLI) by an authorized administrator of Digital Scholarship@UNLV. For more information, please contact
digitalscholarship@unlv.edu.
Repository Citation
Public Lands Institute, Flagg, N. (2006, March). Presentation to Green Valley Rotary Club March 16, 2006. Presentation at Friends of
Red Rock Canyon Quarterly Meeting, University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
Available at: http://digitalscholarship.unlv.edu/pli_presentations/9
Presentation to 
Green Valley Rotary Club 
March 16, 2006 
PUBLIC LANDS 
Institute History 
• Established in April 2004 to foster an 
integrated, holistic approach to managing 
and stewarding public lands. 
 
• Staff of 30 manages and delivers $11 million 
in externally funded cooperative 
conservation projects. 
 
• Projects are local, regional, and national in 
scope which: 
– Are compatible with UNLV’s mission. 
– Enhance education and research. 
– Draw upon expertise of faculty, staff, students. 
The Engaged Research University 
• Develops relationships 
• Embraces opportunities 
• Creates or fills a niche 
• Offers infrastructure and 
expertise 
• Meets community needs 
 
2003 
Rapid Growth Creates Management Issues 

Southern Nevada Public Land 
Management Act 
 
• SNPLMA enacted in 1998 to allow 
BLM to sell or exchange federally 
owned land around Southern 
Nevada. 
• More than 40,000 acres approved for 
sale in disposal boundary. 
• To date, approximately 13,000 acres 
have been sold for $2.74 billion. 
  
SNPLMA Revenue 
• Conservation Initiatives 
• Capital Improvements  
• Clark County Multi-Species Habitat 
Conservation Plan  
• Parks, Trails, Natural Areas 
• Environmentally Sensitive Land 
Acquisitions 
• Clark County School District 
• Southern Nevada Water Authority 
 
Collaborative Partnership 
 Mission Statement 
The Public Lands Institute is 
dedicated to strengthening the 
national fabric that is essential for 
the protection, conservation, and 
management of public lands.  
      
 In collaboration with federal, state, 
and non-profit partners, we are: 
 creating new knowledge 
 advancing technology 
 improving education 
 engaging the public to 
enhance public lands 
stewardship. 
 
COMMUNITY  
ENGAGEMENT 
EDUCATION 
RESEARCH 
Circles of Influence 
10-31-2004 
UNLV Faculty & 
Students 
Donors 
Community 
Partners 
Federal 
Partners 
Connecting with the 
Community  
• Archaeo-Nevada Society 
• CHOLLA 
• Clark County Parks & Community Svcs. 
• Clark County School District 
• Community College of So. Nevada 
• Desert Research Institute 
• Forever Resorts 
• Friends of Gold Butte 
• Friends of Nevada Wilderness 
• Friends of Red Rock Canyon 
• Friends of Sloan Canyon 
• Great Basin Institute 
• Las Vegas Valley Water District 
• Latin Chamber of Commerce 
• Mojave Rock Art Workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
• Nevada Wild Horse & Burro Assoc. 
• Nevada Archaeological Association 
• Nevada Rock Art Foundation 
• Nevada Wilderness Project 
• Outside Las Vegas Foundation 
• Paradise Elementary School 
• Pictographics 
• Red Rock Canyon Interpretive Assoc.  
• REI 
• River Mountains Trail Partnership 
• Rivers, Trails and Conservation 
Assistance Program 
• Southern Nevada Interpretive Assoc. 
• Southern Nevada Regional Trails 
Partnership 
• Southern Nevada Rock Art Assoc.  
• Virgin River Conservation Partnership 
Involving Faculty and Students 
• College of Business 
 
• College of Education 
 
• College of Engineering 
 
• College of Fine Arts 
 
• College of Liberal Arts 
 
• College of Sciences 
 
• College of Urban Affairs 
 
 
• William S. Boyd School of Law 
 
• Facilities Management and 
Planning 
 
• Division of Student Life 
 
• Division of Educational Outreach 
 
• Harry Reid Center for 
Environmental Studies 
 
• National Supercomputing Center 
for Energy and the Environment 
 
EDUCATION 
Education 
  EDUCATION 
 
• Education-in-the-
Environment Strategy 
• Forever Earth Science 
Program 
• Discover Mojave Outdoor 
World Program 
• Natural Resources 
Career Internship 
Program 
• Red Rock Desert 
Learning Center 
 
 
  
 
Cooperative Agreements 
  
EDUCATION 
 Phase I of 5-year Environmental Education Strategy 
completed.  Phase II in progress with community partners. 
 CCSD teacher survey in progress to assess use of public 
lands as field trip destinations. 
 Inaugural conference for 120 environmental educators 
held at UNLV Jan. 24-27. 
    Master’s degree in environmental education under 
development with UNLV College of Education. 
 Red Rock Learning Center curriculum currently being 
piloted with CCSD teachers. 
  
Program Progress  
  
EDUCATION 
 13 Forever Earth trips completed in 2005, reaching 250 
participants. 
 22 Discover Mojave Outdoor World events held for 184 
children.  Video produced by UNLV film graduate. 
 Scholarly assessment of program has been presented at 
national and international conferences. 
 10 high-school and college students currently enrolled in 
internship program at 3 federal agencies.  Now linked to 
UNLV environmental studies department. 
Program Progress  
EDUCATION 
RESEARCH 
Research 
  RESEARCH 
• Science and Research 
Strategy for Southern 
Nevada  
• Field Monitoring and Data 
Management 
• Alternative Workforce 
Study 
• Judicial Analysis of 
Littering Regs & Fines 
• Anti-Litter Strategy for 
Southern Nevada 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Cooperative Agreements 
  RESEARCH 
 
• 8 research assistants conduct monitoring and data 
management activities at Lake Mead for rare and 
endangered animal, bird, and plant species covered by 
the Clark County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation 
Plan. 
• Anthropology graduate students conduct field 
investigations and archival research at Lost City 
archaeological site. 
• 4 research assistants conduct monitoring and mapping 
of cultural resources at Lake Mead NRA and Parashant 
National Monument. 
 
Program Progress 
  RESEARCH 
 
• Phase I of 5-year Science and Research Strategy 
underway. 
 
• Alternative Workforce Survey of Clark County 
employment providers completed. 
 
• Phase 1 of Judicial Analysis of Littering Fines completed. 
 
• Research and analysis of national anti-litter campaigns 
completed.  Southern Nevada PR campaign under 
development. 
Program Progress 
COMMUNITY  
ENGAGEMENT 
EDUCATION 
RESEARCH 
Community Engagement 
COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
• Cultural Site 
Stewardship Program 
 
• Interagency Volunteer 
Program 
– Get Outdoors Nevada 
        getoutdoors.nevada.org 
 
• Take Pride in America 
in Southern Nevada 
– Anti-Litter Program 
  
Cooperative Agreements 
COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
• Active cultural site stewards now total 195 – 500% 
increase between December 2004 – March 2006.  
 
• Stewards logged 5,100 hours in 2005 – reporting 36 
major impacts and 12 lesser impacts. 
 
• Site steward reports led BLM to establish protection of 
Gold Butte area as top priority for 2006.  
 
• 6 site steward training classes held in 2005.  5 currently 
scheduled in 2006. 
 
• Clark County program now being modeled into statewide 
program. 
 
  
Program Progress 
COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
 
• Volunteers contributed 160,000 hours in 2005 at an 
estimated value of $2.7 million.  Database now contains 
1,807 volunteers, a 15% increase over the last quarter.  
 
• Get Outdoors Nevada received 2005 National Take 
Pride in America Federal Volunteer Program Award. 
 
• Inaugural volunteer recognition luncheon held in 
October 2005. 
 
• Coordinated, interagency volunteer training program 
established in 2006.  4 classes held in February, 5 in 
March. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Program Progress 
COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
 
• Partnered with national Take Pride in America program 
to produce Nevada PSAs with Clint Eastwood. 
 
• Local PSA created by UNLV communication studies 
class and UNLV-TV to air in Spring 2006. 
 
• Nevada PR campaign in development with local 
marketing firm. 
 
• Community Anti-Litter Roundtable convened this week 
to assist with strategic plan. 
 
• 6 public land clean-ups held to date. 
 
  
Program Progress 
 
 
New Projects 
New Developments 
• Integrated GIS program for federal agencies and 
Clark County. 
 
• Partnership agreement with Great Basin Institute 
& Nevada Conservation Corps. 
 
• Transportation study for school field trips. 
 
• Torino Ranch children’s programs and teacher 
workshops. 
How You Can Help 
• Volunteer at events. 
• Adopt a park or conservation 
area. 
• Recommend us to new 
community partners. 
• Advocate for education. 
• Provide in-kind donations.  
• Make cash donations. 
 
PUBLIC LANDS 
 
Thank you 
 
Nancy M. Flagg, Director 
Email:  nancy.flagg@unlv.edu 
Web: http://publiclands.unlv.edu 
